
AGENDA 
McDUFFIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Tuesday Evening, August 16, 2022, 6:30 pm 
     Government Center Meeting Room 

WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Newton 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PUBLIC INPUT 

APPROVALS 

  Agenda Current 
  Minutes Work Session- August 1, 2022 

Executive Session- August 1, 2022 
Joint Meeting- August 1, 2022 
Regular Meeting- August 3, 2022 
Executive Session- August 3, 2022 

INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. McDuffie Mixer: August 25th at 5:30pm, Thomson Depot.
2. Big Lots Grand Opening: August 27th at 8:45am.
3. Chamber Tailgate/Movie Event: September 1st at 6pm, Government Complex and Railroad Street
4. Proclamation Presentation: Childhood Cancer Awareness Month with Girl Scout Juliette Troop

APPOINTMENT/REAPPOINTMENT 
1. Consideration to Appoint Members to DFAC Board.

OLD BUSINESS 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. Consideration to Approve 1 Day Special Event Alcohol Permit for Chamber Golf Tournament.
2. Consideration to Approve Alcohol License for 1606 Augusta Road (Moose Club).
3. Consideration to Approve 1 Day Special Event Alcohol Permit for Blind Willie Festival.
4. Consideration to Approve Resolution 22-08; GEFA Loan Extension #2.
5. Consideration to Approve Resolution 22-09; Public Transportation Assistance.
6. Consideration to Approve Resolution 22-10; Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program.
7. Discussion Concerning Millage Rate.
8. Consideration to Approve Changing September Work Session.
9. Monthly Budget Report
10. Monthly Financial Report

ADJOURNMENT 



Proclamation 

Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 

September 2022 

 

WHEREAS, childhood cancer is the leading cause of death by disease in children, and; 

WHEREAS, 1 in 285 children in the United States will be diagnosed by their 20th birthday, and; 

WHEREAS, 46 children per day or 16,790 children per year are diagnosed with cancer in the U.S., and; 

WHEREAS, there are approximately 40,000 children on active treatment at any given time, and; 

WHEREAS, the average age of diagnosis is 6 years old, compared to 66 years for adults’ cancer diagnosis, 
and; 

WHEREAS, 80% of childhood cancer patients are diagnosed late and with metastatic disease, and; 

WHEREAS, on average there’s been a 0.6 percent increase in incidence per year since the mid 1970’s 
resulting in an overall incidence increase of 24 percent over the last 40 years, and; 

WHEREAS, two-thirds of childhood cancer patients will have chronic health conditions as a result of 
their treatment toxicity, with one quarter being classified as severe to life-threatening, and; 

WHEREAS, approximately one half of childhood cancer families rate the associated financial toxicity due 
to out-of-pocket expenses as considerable to severe, and; 

WHEREAS, in the last 20 years only four new drugs have been approved by the FDA to specifically treat 
childhood cancer, and; 

WHEREAS, the National Cancer Institute recognizes the unique research needs of childhood cancer and 
the associated need for increased funding to carry this out; 

WHEREAS, hundreds of non-profit organizations at the local and national level including the American 
Childhood Cancer Organization are helping children with cancer and their families cope through 
educational, emotional and financial support, and; 

WHEREAS, researchers and healthcare professionals work diligently dedicating their expertise to treat 
and cure children with cancer, and; 

WHEREAS, too many children are affected by this deadly disease and more must be done to raise 
awareness and find a cure. 

NOW, THEREFORE, We, McDuffie County Board of Commissioners do hereby proclaim September 
2022 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month in McDuffie County. 

 
         BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
         MCDUFFIE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

By: __________________________________ 
            Charles G. Newton IV, Chairman 
 
 
Attest: _______________________________ 

  Nikki Milburn, County Clerk 
 

 



                
 

  McDuffie County Board of Commissioners held a Work Session 
          Monday, August 1, 2022, 6:30 PM 
             Government Center Training Room 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    COUNTY REPRESENTATION: 
Charlie Newton, Chairman   David Crawley, County Manager 
Sammie Wilson, Vice Chairman    Pam Workman, Finance Director 
Gloria Thompson, Commissioner   Nikki Milburn, County Clerk 
Wm. “Bill” M. Jopling, Commissioner  Jason Smith, Community Development 
Frederick Favors, Commissioner   Stephen Sewell, Chief Fire/EMS  
    
Media: McDuffie Progress   Other: 2 

 
COMMISSIONERS’ WORK SESSION 

 
All agenda items are for discussion only. No action was taken during the meeting. 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Discussion Concerning New Tablets for Commissioners. 
Nikki presented the board with 3 options for new tablets for the meetings. She advised 
that after speaking with the IT department, these are the best options for the needs of the 
commissioners. Nikki advised that the chairman had asked her to look into what ACCG 
currently uses at the board meetings, the Chromebook is what they use and is currently 
the most affordable option of the 3. The cost for the Chromebooks is $200/each.  
 
This item will be on the next meeting agenda.  
 

2. Discussion Concerning Appointments for DFAC Board. 
David advised that there are 4 seats on the DFAC Board that need to be reappointed or 
replaced. Commissioner Jopling advised that with the recent budget issue he feels like new 
board members might be helpful. David advised that Mychele Rhodes has recommended 
Angie Rogers as the school representative. Nikki advised that Nicole Beggs has expressed 
interest in serving and with her background is social work and counseling, she feels like 
Nicole would be an asset. David stated that he would like to see a member from law 
enforcement, since they are involved with these cases. Vice Chairman Wilson advised that 
he would like to recommend Alicia Hunt who is an RN at Augusta University.  
 
This item will be on the next meeting agenda.  
  

3. Discussion Concerning Voting Delegate for Legislative Conference.  
Chairman Newton advised that in the past, Vice Chairman Wilson has been the county 
voting delegate. If no one has issues, he suggests leaving it.  
 
This item will be added to the next meeting agenda.  
 



4. Discussion Concerning Recreation Department.  
David shared information with the board regarding some additional recreation project that 
have been mentioned. With the school board planning to combine 2 schools, this leaves 
some potential opportunities for the recreation department to have additional facilities for 
classes, leagues and other community events. David advised if this is something the board 
is interested in, he will speak with the school board about it those properties, Maxwell and 
Thomson Elementary, once they become available. 
 
This item was for discussion only.  
  

5. Discussion Concerning Fuel System Upgrades. 
David advised that staff feel like its time to upgrade the fueling system. Upgrades would 
include updated Fuel Master system, which will allow better record keeping for EPD 
purposes and upgrade to the pumps. The total upgrade with Meco is $55,356.70 plus 
$6,200 for a tank cleaning and inspection, this can be funding out of the road department 
budget.  
 
This item will be added to the next meeting agenda.  
  

6. Discussion Concerning Lighting Agreements with Georgia Power. 
David advised that prior to the meeting he received a lighting agreement with Georgia 
Power for the Boys and Girls Club property. They are requesting to upgrade the current 
lighting at the building with LED bulbs at no cost to the county. David asked about adding 
some additional lights at the back of the building for security and safety issues and that 
would add $264 monthly to the bill. Chairman Newton added also that he would like to 
look into adding cameras and replacement windows in the near future.  
 
This item will be added to the next meeting agenda.  
 

7. Budget Presentation. 
Pam presented the preliminary FY23 budget.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION- Personnel 
Entered: Vice Chairman Wilson made the motion to enter executive session at 7:09pm. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Jopling and passed unanimously.  
Exited: Commissioner Jopling made the motion to exit executive session at 7:50pm and resume 
meeting. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Wilson and passed unanimously.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Thompson made the motion to adjourn at 7:51pm. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Favors.  
 
MCDUFFIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
___________________________    ATTEST: _________________________ 
Charles G. Newton, IV, Chairman      Nikki Milburn, County Clerk



                
 

AGENDA 
Joint Meeting  

City Council, County Commission and Town of Dearing Council 
August 1, 2022, 5:00 pm 

Government Complex Meeting Room 
 

Commissioners Present    County Representation 
Charles Newton, Chairman    David Crawley, County Manager 
Sammie Wilson, Vice Chairman   Nikki Milburn, County Clerk 
Gloria Thompson, Commissioner   Pam Workman, Finance Director 
Bill Jopling, Commissioner    Jason Smith, Community Development  
 
Media: McDuffie Progress    Others:  

 
All agenda items are for discussion only. No action was taken during this meeting. 

 
I. WELCOME 

John Waller called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm 
 

II. Discussion Concerning Water/Sewer Rate Increase.  
Will Jernigan from Cavanaugh presented the information that had previously been given to the 
Water/Sewer Commission regarding a rate increase. The purpose of this increase is to be able 
to meet the water and sewer needs over the next 5 years and then put the cities and county in 
the position to be able to meet the future needs coming in the next 10 years. This would also 
allow everyone to keep the Reserve Fund balance at the standard 30% of the Operating 
Budget. After discussion, the board and council members present agreed that they felt it best 
to have a 5% increase in water rates and 7% increase to sewer rates to accommodate the 
growing needs to the wastewater and water treatment infrastructures. They would like to 
begin this increase on October 1, 2022. 
 

III. ADJOURNMENT  
Meeting was adjourned at 5:51 pm. 

 
 
MCDUFFIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
___________________________   ATTEST: ______________________ 
Charles G. Newton, IV, Chairman     Nikki Milburn, County Clerk 
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         The McDuffie County Board of Commissioners held a Regular Commission Meeting 
Wednesday Morning, August 3, 2022, 10:00 am 

        Government Center Meeting Room 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    COUNTY REPRESENTATION: 
Charles Newton, IV, Chairman      David Crawley, County Manager 
Gloria Thompson, Commissioner     Pam Workman, Finance Director 
Fred Favors, Commissioner     Nikki Milburn, County Clerk 
Bill Jopling, Commissioner      Jason Smith, Community Development 
Sammie Wilson, Vice Chairman     Stacey Thomas, Tax Commissioner 
        Ruthie Thomas, HR Director 
         
MEDIA:        Others: 2 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
       Chairman Newton called the meeting to order at 10:00 am, acknowledged a quorum of commissioners 

present and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Commissioner Favors offered the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVALS 
  

Agenda (Current) 
Chairman Newton asked if there were any corrections to the current agenda or minutes.  
 
A motion was made by Vice Chairman Wilson to approve the current agenda as written and was 
seconded by Commissioner Thompson and passed unanimously.   
 
Minutes 

 Regular Meeting-July 19, 2022 
   

Vice Chairman Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Thompson with a grammatical correction, clerk noted correction and passed unanimously.   

 
INFORMATION & ANNOUCEMENTS   

1. McDuffie Mixer: August 25th at 5:30pm, Thomson Depot. 
2. ACCG Legislative Leadership Conference: September 27th-30th, Jekyll Island 

 
David added that there has been a request for use of the field across from the Brickyard. David advised that 
he spoke with the gentleman and let him know that due to the ongoing construction in that area, he would 
not be able to allow the property to be used at this time. David stated to the board that he would like to look 
at a policy moving forward for the use of government facilities.  
 
APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS 

1. Consideration to Approve Appointments for DFAC Board.  
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Chairman Newton advised that the board was given 3 individuals at the previous work session 
and he recommends moving forward with those names and then the additional appointments at 
the next meeting.  
 
Commissioner Jopling made the recommendation to continue the appointments to the next 
meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Thompson. Vice Chairman Wilson 
opposed.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Consideration to Approve Rate Change for Water Sewer. 
Chairman Newton advised that at the previous joint meeting, the board and council members 
from Thomson and Dearing all agreed that moving forward with an increase of 5% for water and 
7% for sewer would be the most beneficial. He asked if there was any need for further 
discussion or questions. The plan would be to begin this increase on the October 1st bills.  
 
Commissioner Thompson made the motion to approve the rate increase of 5% for water and 7% 
for sewer. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jopling and passed unanimously.  
 

2. Consideration to Approve Equipment Purchase for Commissioners.  
David advised that 3 options were presented at the previous work session. The most affordable 
option is the Chromebook at $200/each.  
 
Commissioner Thompson made the motion to approve the purchase of the Chromebooks. The 
motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Wilson and passed unanimously.  
 

3. Consideration to Approve Voting Delegate for Legislative Conference.  
Commissioner Favors made the motion to approve Vice Chairman Wilson as voting delegate. 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jopling and passed unanimously.  
Commissioner Favors advised that he is going to look into the appointment process for voting 
delegate with ACCG. He doesn’t feel like we should have to vote each time unless Vice Chairman 
Wilson is unable to attend.  
 

4. Consideration to Approve Fuel System Upgrades.  
David advised that as discussed at the previous work session, the fuel system for the county 
needs upgrades. The proposed upgrades include new Fuel Master software and new pump and 
probes. The cost is $55,356.70 + $6,200 for tank cleaning and inspection, would be funded out 
of Road Department budget.  
 
Vice Chairman Wilson made the motion to approve upgrades. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Jopling and passed unanimously.  
 

5. Consideration to Approve Lighting Agreements with Georgia Power. 
David advised that as discussed at the previous work session. Georgia Power would like to 
change the current outside lighting at the Boys and Girls Club to the LED at no cost. David also 
asked about adding additional lights to the back of building for security and safety and that cost 
out add $264 to the monthly bill.  
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Commissioner Thompson made the motion to approve the lighting agreement with Georgia 
Power and adding the additional lights. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Wilson and 
passed unanimously.  

 
6. Consideration to Approve ACO Report for July 2022. 

Stacey presented the ACO Report for May 2022. There was a decrease of $233.38 to the property tax 
digest from settled appeals. There was a decrease of $107.33 to the mobile home digest from 
granted homestead exemptions and settled appeals.  
 
Commissioner Jopling made the motion to approve the ACO Report for July 2022. The motion was 
seconded by Vice Chairman Wilson and passed unanimously.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION-Personnel 
Enter: Vice Chairman Wilson made the motion to enter executive session at 10:39am. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Jopling and passed unanimously.  
Exit: Commissioner Jopling made the motion to exit executive session at 10:55am and resume regular 
meeting. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Wilson and passed unanimously. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Vice Chairman Wilson to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:55 am, seconded by 
Commissioner Thompson and passed unanimously.   
 
MCDUFFIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
                     ATTEST:    ___ 
Charles G. Newton, IV, Chairman     Nikki Milburn, County Clerk  













Recipient: 

Loan Number: 

RESOLUTION 22-08
EXTRACT OF MINUTES 

RESOLUTION OF GOVERNING BODY 

MCDUFFIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

CW2020012 

EXHIBIT F 

At a duly called meeting of the governing body of the Borrower identified above 
(the "Borrower") held on the day of , the following resolution 
was introduced and adopted. 

WHEREAS, the Borrower has borrowed $650,000 from the GEORGIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL FINANCE AUTHORITY (the "Lender"), pursuant to the terms of the 
Loan Agreement (the "Loan Agreement"), dated JUNE 14, 2021, between the Borrower 
and the Lender; and 

WHEREAS, the Borrower's obligation to repay the loan made pursuant to the Loan 
Agreement is evidenced by a Promissory Note (the "Note"), dated MAY 18, 2021, of the 
Borrower; and 

WHEREAS, the Borrower and the Lender have determined to amend and modify 
the Note and the Loan Agreement, pursuant to the terms of a Second Modification of 
Promissory Note and Loan Agreement (the "Second Modification") between the Borrower 
and the Lender, the form of which has been presented to this meeting; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borrower 
that the form, terms, and conditions and the execution, delivery, and performance of the 
Second Modification are hereby approved and authorized. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borrower that the 
terms of the Second Modification are in the best interests of the Borrower, and the 
governing body of the Borrower designates and authorizes the following persons to 
execute and deliver, and to attest, respectively, the Second Modification, and any related 
documents necessary to the consummation of the transactions contemplated by the 
Second Modification. 

(Signature of Person to Execute Documents) (Print Title) 

(Signature of Person to Attest Documents) (Print Title) 

The undersigned further certifies that the above resolution has not been repealed 
or amended and remains in full force and effect. 

Date: 
(SEAL) Secretary/Clerk 



 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 22-09 

MCDUFFIE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION WITH THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR A GRANT FOR 

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE UNDER TITLE 49 U.S.C., SECTION 5311. 

WHEREAS, the Federal Transit Administration and the Georgia Department of Transportation are 
authorized to make grants to non-urbanized (rural) areas for mass transportation projects; and 

WHEREAS, the contract for financial assistance will impose certain obligations upon Applicant, including 
the provision of the local share of project costs; and 

WHEREAS, it is required by the United States Department of Transportation and the Georgia 
Department of Transportation in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
that in connection with the filing of an application for assistance under the Federal Transit Act, the 
applicant gives an assurance that it will comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the United 
States Department of Transportation requirements thereunder; and 

WHEREAS, it is the goal of the Applicant that Minority Business Enterprise (Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise and Women's Business Enterprise) be utilized to the fullest extent possible in connection 
with this project, and that definitive procedures shall be established and administered to ensure that 
minority business shall have the maximum feasible opportunity to compete for contracts and purchase 
orders when procuring construction contracts, supplies, equipment contracts, or consultant and other 
services. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY  McDuffie County Board of Commissioners 
hereinafter referred to as the “Applicant”, 

 
1. That the Designated Official, 

Charles G. Newton, IV 
 

hereinafter, referred to as the 

“Official” is authorized to execute and file an application on the behalf of the Applicant, a 
City/County government, with the Georgia Department of Transportation to aid in the financing of 
public transportation assistance pursuant to Section 5311 of the Federal Transit Act. 

2. That the Official is authorized to execute and file such application and assurances or any other 
document required by the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Georgia Department of 
Transportation effectuating the purpose of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

3. That the Official is authorized to execute and file all other standard assurances or any other document 
required by the Georgia Department of Transportation or the U.S. Department of Transportation in 
connection with the application for public transportation assistance. 

4. That the Official is authorized to execute grant contract agreements on behalf of the 
Applicant with the Georgia Department of Transportation. 
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5. That the Official is authorized to set forth and execute Minority Business Enterprise, 
DBE (Disadvantaged Business Enterprise) and WBE (Women Business Enterprise) 
policies and procedures in connection with the project's 
procurement needs as applicable. 

6. That the applicant while making application to or receiving grants from the Federal Transit 
Administration will comply with FTA Circular 9040.1G, FTA Certifications and Assurances for 
Federal Assistance 2022 as listed in this grant application and General Operating Guidelines 
as illustrated in the Georgia State Management Plan. 

7. That the applicant has or will have available the required non-federal funds to meet local 
share requirements for this grant application. 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this  day of  , 2022. 
 
 
 

Authorized Official 

Charles G. Newton, IV, Chairman 

Type Name and Title 
 

Signed, sealed and delivered this  day of  , 2022 in the presence of 
 
 

Witness 
 

 
Notary Public/Notary Seal CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting  of 
  (Title of Certifying/Attesting Official) (Applicant’s 
Legal Name) certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted at 
a legally convened meeting held on  , 2022. 

 

 
Name of Certifying/Attesting Officer 

 

 
Title of Certifying/Attesting Officer 
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RESOLUTION 22-10 
A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE GEORGIA OUTDOOR STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 

CONSERVE GEORGIA GRANT  
FOR THE COUNTY OF MCDUFFIE, GA 

 
WHEREAS, at the regular meeting of McDuffie County, Georgia, held on ________________, 
2022, a motion was made and duly seconded that McDuffie County agrees to submit a pre-
application for funding from the Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program (GOSP). 
 
WHEREAS, McDuffie County further agrees that in the event the pre-application is 
recommended for funding by the Board of Trustees and Department of Natural Resources, 
McDuffie County certifies and assures that it has the ability and intention to finance all 
project elements that will be submitted for reimbursement, as well as the twenty-five 
percent (25%) total project match as submitted, and will move forward with due diligence to 
prepare, or have prepared, appropriate documentation required for a second-level GOSP 
application. 
 
WHEREAS, the citizens value the Little River Water Trail for its natural resources and 
outdoor recreation opportunities and for water quality and habitat protection; and 
 
WHEREAS, McDuffie County intends to apply for grant funds to enhance two points of 
entrance, Access 1 & 4, on the Little River Water Trail located in McDuffie County; and 
 
WHEREAS, grant funds, local funds, and partnership funds will provide for citizens at two 
points of entrance, Access 1 & 4, on the Little River Water Trail improved accessibility with 
rehabilitated or newly constructed boat ramps, parking, pavilions, restrooms, walkways, 
signage, and other amenities; and  
 
WHEREAS, the citizens of McDuffie County and visitors from throughout the State of 
Georgia and the United States have regularly and openly enjoyed and exercised a rite of 
passage by boat on the Little River as it travels through McDuffie County for more than 
twenty (20) years, thereby establishing a public easement of passage on the river; and  

WHEREAS, McDuffie County has evaluated the Little River Water Trail to promote 
community development and has included the project in its McDuffie County Joint 
Comprehensive Plan: 2021-2025.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of McDuffie 
County, Georgia; in agreement and full support of the GOSP Conserve Georgia grant, we 
hereby agree to the maintenance of the two entrance areas and all property and resources 
associated therein. 
 
__________________________________                                                      Seal 
Charles G. Newton, IV, Chairman 
McDuffie County  Board of Commissioners  
 
Attest 
 
___________________________________________ 
Clerk, Nikki Milburn 
McDuffie County Board of Commissioners 
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