
STAFF REPORT 
 

COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING:  February 21, 2023 
 
DATE:  February 17, 2023  
TO:  Board of Commissioners 
FROM:  Chase N. Beggs, Planning & Zoning Director 
ISSUE: Consideration to approve a request to rezone 45.37 acres on Gay’s Circle and Wire Road, 

Parcel 00540009A00 from R-1 to R-2 and subdivide into 12 buildable lots. 
 
ZONE: R-1  
ACREAGE: 45.37 
    
BACKGROUND: Ashlee Green Harmon applied to rezone 45.7 acres from R-1 to R-2 and subdivide the 
tract into lots one acre and larger.  
 
The McDuffie County Planning Board held a public hearing to review the application on February 7, 2023. 
The property owner submitted the application, paid the necessary fees for the review, and submitted all 
necessary documentation.  All public notice requirements were met prior to the first public hearing and 
no public input was received in writing or in person.  
 
PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION:  Yays 6, Nays 0 -- The Planning Board made a recommendation 
to approve the request. 
 
FACTS AND FINDINGS:  

1. This parcel is surrounded by other R-2 property and is served by municipal water.  
2. The subdivision would not create any new interior roads.  
3. All lots will have access on Gay’s Circle, Wire Road, and Ellington Airline Road. 

 
ALTERNATIVES: 

1. The Board approves the Planning Board’s recommendation to approve the request. 
2. The Board denies the request. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the Board adopt alternative #1 and approve the 
subdivision request with the zoning change. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Tax map aerial 
2. Zoning Map 
3. Proposed plat 
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STAFF REPORT 
 

COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING:  February 21, 2023 
 
DATE:  February 17, 2023  
TO:  Board of Commissioners 
FROM:  Chase N. Beggs, Planning & Zoning Director 
ISSUE: Consideration to deny a proposed subdivision, Cooper Place, with variance requests to lot 

size and setbacks on Cobbham Road, Thomson, GA 30824, parcel 00510006. 
 
    
BACKGROUND: T.R. Reddy submitted an application to subdivide 109 acres along Cobbham Road with 
variances to the 0.5 acre lot requirement and side and rear setback requirement. The property lies within 
McDuffie County’s “Suburban Reserve” Character Area (see attached explanation of the Urban Reserve 
Character Area).  
 
PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION:  Yays 0, Nays 6 -- The Planning Board made a recommendation 
to deny the subdivision request and variances for the subdivision. 
 
FACTS AND FINDINGS:  

1. The 109-acre subdivision would contain 152 quarter-acre lots and 36 half-acre lots. The 
developer is requesting an 85-foot front setback and 15-foot side setback.   

2. The property adjoins Elias Station and is near Interstate 20, Exit 175. 
3. The developer plans to include 38 acres of open space including; 29 acres of greenspace, 3 acres 

of recreation space, and 8 acres of undisturbed buffer space. 
4. All lots will be served by water and sewer which will be installed by the developer.  
5. The developer has redrawn the development layout to include more recreation space, 

landscaping along Cobbham Road, a mixture of larger lots, and a 100’ undisturbed buffer along 
the lots on Brinkley Drive to give those homes more privacy. 

6. Subdivision approval is required by McDuffie County ordinance. If the developer is requesting 
variances to the Land Development Code, the Planning Board and Board of Commissioners have 
the ability to place conditions on the approval.  

ALTERNATIVES: 
1. The Board approves the Planning Board’s recommendation to deny the variance and subdivision 

request.  
2. The Board approves the subdivision review and request for variances with conditions.   

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the Board adopt alternative #1 and deny the 
subdivision layout and the variances requested as the planning board recommended due to the developer 
not having any concrete plans for the style or size of the homes in the development.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Tax map aerial 
2. Page from McDuffie County’s Comprehensive Plan – Character Area Urban Reserve 
3. Subdivision Lot Layout 
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CONCEPTUAL LAYOUT
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         The McDuffie County Board of Commissioners held a Regular Commission Meeting 
Wednesday Morning, February 1, 2023, 10:00 am 

        Government Center Meeting Room 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    COUNTY REPRESENTATION: 
Charles G. Newton, Chairman     David Crawley, County Manager 
Sammie Wilson, Vice Chairman     Pam Workman, Finance Director 
Gloria Thompson, Commissioner    Nikki Milburn, County Clerk 
        Jason Smith, Community Development 
        Allison Eaddy, UGA Extension 
        Robert Spurlin, IT Director 
        Paul Johnson, Coroner   

         Stephen Sewell, Fire/EMS Chief 
 
MEDIA: McDuffie Progress     Others:  

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
       Vice Chairman Wilson called the meeting to order at 10:00 am, acknowledged a quorum of 

commissioners present and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Vice Chairman Wilson offered the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVALS 
  

Agenda (Current) 
Chairman Newton asked if there were any corrections to the current agenda or minutes.  
Chairman Newton asked if there were an additions or correction to this agenda.  
 
Vice Chairman Wilson made the motion to approve the current agenda as written and was seconded 
by Commissioner Thompson and passed unanimously.   
 
Minutes 

 Regular Meeting- January 17, 2023 
       Work Session- January 30, 2023 

 
Vice Chairman Wilson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Thompson and passed unanimously.   

 
INFORMATION & ANNOUCEMENTS   

1. State of the Community Address: Tuesday, February 7th-8:30am-10am at the Depot. 
(Registration Required) 

2. Tourism Luncheon: Wednesday, February 8th- 11:30am-1pm at Bordeaux. (Registration 
Required) 

3. ACCG LLA Spring Session: March 2nd-3rd, Tifton. 
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4. McDuffie Day at the Capitol, February 15th.  
 

 
APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS 

1. Consideration to Approve Reappointment of Butch Stadler to Board of Assessor’s. 
Commissioner Thompson made the motion to approve the reappointment of Butch Stadler to 
Board of Assessor’s. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Wilson and passed 
unanimously.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Consideration to Approve Equipment Purchase for Road Department. 
Chairman Newton advised that as discussed at the previous work session, the road department 
is in need of 2 dump trucks. The total of this purchase is $342,726 with a turnaround of 8 months, 
funding coming from SPLOST VI and VII. 
 
Vice Chairman Wilson made the motion to approve the purchase of equipment for the Road 
Department. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Thompson and passed unanimously.  
 

2. Consideration to Approve Proposal to Reupholster Chairs in Meeting Room. 
Chairman Newton advised that after discussions at the work session, the board agreed to move 
forward with the reupholster option. The cost for this is $23,330 for 100 chairs. Nikki advised 
that they are willing to do them in 2 batches so we will have chairs.  
 
Commissioner Thompson made the motion to approve this proposal. The motion was seconded 
by Vice Chairman Wilson and passed unanimously.  
  

3. Consideration to Approve Proposal for Consulting Services for Government Complex. 
David advised that as discussed at the work session, the building has some major issues with leaks 
when it rains and it has caused a lot of damage with sheetrock and tiles. It has been recommended 
that the county have a consulting service come in to evaluate all of the problems in order to 
hopefully address all of the problems at one time. PM&A was recommended and the cost for this 
service is $7,410.  
 
Commissioner Thompson made the motion to approve consulting agreement for government 
complex. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Wilson and passed unanimously.  
 

4. Consideration to Approve Road Resurfacing.  
David presented the board with the list of proposed roads for LMIG funding. He advised that as 
discussed at the work session, the roads highlighted in yellow will most likely be moved to next 
year’s list due to the sewer project and waiting for that work to be completed. The roads highlighted 
in green are the priority roads for this year.  
 
Vice Chairman Wilson made the motion to approve the road resurfacing list for LMIG. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Thompson and passed unanimously.  
 

5. Consideration to Approve Amendment to Travel Policy. 
Chairman Newton advised that as discussed at the work session, there is an update needed to 
the travel policy. David advised that after discussions Monday night. The change was made to 
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the travel reimbursement and over night stay, it now reflects 90 miles for both sections to 
include Athens and Macon.  
Vice Chairman Wilson made the motion to approve the amendment to the travel policy. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Thompson and passed unanimously.  
  

6. Discussion Concerning Old Washington Road.   
Chairman Newton expressed concern over the new speed bumps on Old Washington Road. He 
advised that no one informed the county staff before these were installed and they were installed on 
portions of the road that belong to the county and not jointly. Chairman Newton asked staff to reach 
out to Irma and inquire about our liability.  
 

7. Consideration to Approve ACO Report for January 2023. 
David presented the ACO Report for January 2023. There was an increase of $6,947.03 to the 
property tax digest from appeals being settled and rent restricted properties being billed. There 
was no change to the mobile home digest.  
 
Commissioner Thompson made the motion to approve ACO Report for January 2023. The 
motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Wilson and passed unanimously.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Vice Chairman Wilson to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:10 am, seconded 
by Commissioner Thompson and passed unanimously.   
 
MCDUFFIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
                     ATTEST:    ___ 
Charles G. Newton, IV, Chairman     Nikki Milburn, County Clerk  
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